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Presentation Overview

History of the Michigan Cemetery 
Sources Database and Cemetery Atlas
What you can expect to find in the 
database
How to search the database
How to use your search results
Other parts of the MCS website



History of the Michigan 
Cemetery Sources Database

The project began as a book, the 
Michigan Cemetery Source Book (1991), 
which was accompanied by the 
Michigan Cemetery Atlas.
Why hasn’t the book been updated?
Why a database?



What researches can expect 
to find in the database

Names and locations of most  
cemeteries in Michigan
Names and locations of burial lists or 
readings of many Michigan cemeteries
Suggestions for borrowing copies of 
burial lists
Links to many burial lists on the 
Internet



What researchers can expect 
NOT to find in the database

Names of individuals
Death dates for individuals
Out of state information
Vital records, obituaries and the like
Etc.



How to search the database 
for burial lists

Direct your Internet browser to 
www.michigan.gov/cemeteries.



Michigan Cemetery Sources 
Database homepage



Click on “Search” to get 
started.



The search page



The search box



Searching by county



Searching by township



Cemeteries in Nankin Twp., 
Wayne County



Location of and burial lists for 
Old Wayne Cemetery



Clicking on “View”



Location of and burial lists for 
Old Wayne Cemetery



Cemetery Records of Nankin 
Township



Decoding Locations in the 
Library of Michigan



Location of and burial lists for 
Old Wayne Cemetery



The Warning



The destination site



More of the destination site



Other areas in the Cemetery 
Sources website



“Search Tips” Page



No Truncation -- one result

mary’s



End Truncation – more results
Mary



No Truncation – one result

b’nai or bnai



Beginning Truncation –
7 results

nai



“Burials” Page



“Links” Page (highlights)

Michigan Cemetery Locations – Map 
Michigan
Sources of Burial Lists – Internment.net;
MiGenWeb; USGenWeb
Other Burial Databases – Irwin I. Cohn 
Michigan Jewish Cemetery Index;
JewishGenOnline Worldwide Burial 
Registry; St. Clair County Cemetery Index
We add to this periodically.



“Help” Page (Highlights)

What is the Michigan Cemetery 
Sources web site?
Why can't I find any personal names 
online in the cemetery I'm looking at? 
Why isn’t there a transcription 
available for the cemetery I am 
researching?



Questions before we 
move on to sample 

searches and sample 
materials?
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